
Threes/Cognitive   

 

 

Developmental Milestones: Cognitive/Language & Communication 
Child follows 2 step oral directions 

 

 

These observations involve the      

following developmental skills:              

➢ Language & communication skills 

➢ Thinking, reasoning, and problem-solving 

➢ Aware of classroom rules & routines  

➢ Understanding of instructional language  

➢ Independence 

➢ Self-confidence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    



 
 

Threes/Cognitive 

 

 
Developmental Milestones: Cognitive/Language & Communication 

Child names basic colors 
 

 

These observations involve the      

following developmental skills:   

➢ Memorization 

➢ Relating attributes to objects 

➢ Expanding vocabulary 

➢ Visual discrimination 

➢ Thinking, reasoning & problem-solving 
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Threes/Cognitive 

 

 

 
Developmental Milestones: Cognitive/Language & Communication 

Child identifies common sounds (such as: doorbell, car, animals, etc.) 
 

 

These observations involve the      

following developmental skills:                    

➢ Memory recall 
➢ Auditory discrimination 
➢ Recognition of sounds 

➢ Connecting concept together 

➢ Curiosity and wonder 

 



Threes/Cognitive 

 
Developmental Milestones: Cognitive/Language & Communication 

Child understands opposites (up/down, open/closed, stop/go, etc.) 
 

 

These observations involve the      

following developmental skills:   

➢ Thinking, reasoning, and problem-solving 

➢ Building math foundations (discriminating size, matching objects) 

➢ Visual discrimination 

➢ Sorting & classifying 

➢ Memory recall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    



      

                

     

Threes/Cognitive 

 

 

 
Developmental Milestones: Cognitive/Language & Communication 

Child uses sentences to convey ideas, activities, and/or stories 
 

 

These observations involve the      

following developmental skills:   
➢ Auditory processing 

➢ Memory recall 

➢ Thinking, reasoning, and problem-solving 

➢ Language & communication skills 

➢ Self-confidence 

➢ Verbal development 

➢ Expanding vocabulary 

➢ Expressive language 

➢ Pre-reading skills 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Threes/Cognitive 

 

 
Developmental Milestones: Cognitive/Language & Communication 

Child understands sentences and questions as indicated by a  

somewhat relevant response 
 

 

These observations involve the      

following developmental skills:   

➢ Auditory memory/recall 
➢ Receptive and expressive language 
➢ Thinking, reasoning, & problem solving 

➢ Self-confidence 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    



Threes/Cognitive 

 
Developmental Milestones: Cognitive/Language & Communication 

Child asks questions (such as: who?, what?, where?, and why?) 
 

 

These observations involve the      

following developmental skills:   

➢ Thinking, reasoning, and problem-solving 

➢ Expressive language 

➢ Interpersonal communication 

➢ Curiosity and wonder 

➢ Social and emotional responsiveness 

➢ Self-confidence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   



      

                

     

Threes/Cognitive 

 

 

 

 
Developmental Milestones: Cognitive/Language & Communication 

Child uses the plural form of words (such as: toys, birds, etc.) 
 

 

These observations involve the      

following developmental areas:   

➢ Vocabulary development 

➢ Language & communication skills 

➢ Understanding difference between having one or more than one of something 

➢ Spatial awareness 

➢ Thinking, reasoning, and problem-solving 

➢ Developing expressive language 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Threes/Cognitive 

 

 

 
Developmental Milestones: Cognitive/Language & Communication 

Child is beginning to understand the “give & take” of conversation  
 

 

These observations involve the      

following developmental skills:   

➢ Self-awareness            

➢ Collaborative interaction 

➢ Self-confidence 

➢ Thinking, reasoning, and problem-solving 

➢ Beginning to understand verbal & non-verbal conversational rules 

➢ Cooperation  

➢ Patience 

➢ Listening skills 

➢ Social and emotional responsiveness 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   



 
Threes/Cognitive 

 
Developmental Milestones: Cognitive/Language & Communication 

Child recites full name, gender, and age 
 

 

These observations involve the      

following developmental skills:   

➢ Self-awareness 

➢ Emotional & social development              

➢ Language & communication  

➢ Self-confidence 

➢ Pre-reading development 

➢ Memorization  

➢ Thinking and reasoning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 


