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1. Scavenger Hunt 
This can be done with your whole class or just a few children that are interested. Give children paper bags from RR or use the metal buckets from the outdoor classroom. Encourage children to find acorns, leaves, sticks, etc. When they have gathered them, you can count the objects with them, talk about them using colors, sizes, and descriptive words to strengthen children’s vocabulary. 
Individual Assessment Skills:
Spiritual- shows interest in God’s beautiful world
Mathematics- Rote and Rational Counting
Exploring Their World- shows curiosity and interest in surroundings
Language and Communication- Names common objects, Names basic colors, Answers simple questions

2. Raking and Throwing Leaves
Using small rakes from the sandbox, show children how to make a pile of leaves (this is easiest on the turf by the bench, not on the mulch). Once you have made big piles, you can show children how to throw leaves up in the air. 
While you do this, you can introduce songs about falling leaves (there are plenty of fun songs and rhymes about leaves that you can look up!)
Individual Assessment Skills:
Emergent Literacy Skills- Repeats parts of songs, rhymes, and fingerplays
Spiritual- shows interest in God’s beautiful world
Language and Communication- begins to follow 2 step directions that are related (when giving instructions on how to rake and throw)

3. Read a book about changing seasons
There are plenty of books about nature/changing seasons in the library. Take a few outside and read them to children. Again, this can be done with a whole class for a gathering time or a few children that are interested. Talk about what you see in the book and in the outdoor classroom.
Individual Assessment Skills:
Emergent Literacy Skills- shows an interest in print and books, Listens to simple stories, Relates stories/books to real events

4. Hidden Acorns in Sand
Show the children how to hide an acorn in a hole in the sand. Encourage them to use the shovel to dig it out and find it again. Observe to see if they continue to play the game with each other or continue to help them. 
Individual Assessment Skills:
Fine Motor- Digs with object or shovel
Social/Emotional- engages in parallel play; moving to cooperative play


5. Big/Little Leaves
Collect different leaves from outdoor classroom/home and encourage children to sort them. You could bring this into the classroom for a circle time activity, bring baskets outside for sorting, or simply make different piles. You could also look at different colors of the big and small leaves as well as count them in each pile. 
Individual Assessment Skills:
Mathematics- Groups objects together by size, Rote and rational counting, Groups objects together by color

6. Acorn shakers 
Have the children collect acorns from around the OC (you may have to collect a few extra for them from other areas). Make shakers using the acorns inside of containers from the loose parts area or use cut up cardboard rolls. Tape the top/bottom shut and let the children shake them and have a “parade.” Use these to have music time outside and sing songs together. 
       	Individual Assessment Skills:
Emergent Literacy Skills- repeat parts of songs, rhymes, and fingerplays

7. Magnifying Glasses sensory tray 
Bring out a tray or two to the picnic table outside. Put various leaves, acorns, and other nature materials (check out nature box from OC closet). Have magnifying glasses with the trays and observe the children as they explore the materials. If needed, ask questions about the materials that encourage exploration. 
Individual Assessment Skills:
Spiritual- Interested in God’s beautiful world
Language and Communication- Use short sentences to convey simple ideas, Answers simple questions
Exploring Their World- shows curiosity and interest in surroundings, explores sensory materials in a variety of ways

8. String Leaves
Collect a group of leaves, poke holes in them using a little stick or pipe cleaner, encourage children to string the leaves onto sticks, pipe cleaners, or even string. Though these are not the 1” beads in the individual assessment, it will still help develop those fine motor skills. You can even show them how to poke the holes in the leaves themselves. 
Individual Assessment Skills:
Fine Motor- Strings beads

9. Blocks and Nature Items 
Check out the boxes in the OC closet with blocks and nature items. Place those on the turf by the bench outside. Gather some leaves and acorns if you would like as well. Observe how the children play with the loose parts combined together. You could also sit with them and give them some ideas of how to use the objects together if they need some assistance. Give them descriptive words and ask questions as they play. 
Individual Assessment Skills:
Exploring Their World- Builds by stacking blocks on top of each other, Builds by laying blocks end-to-end, Shows simple symbolic play, Begins to explore blocks
Social/Emotional- Engages in parallel play; moving to cooperative play


10.  “Scarecrow, Scarecrow”
Print out a picture or show the children a scarecrow decoration. They are very common around this time of year. Use the song “Teddy Bear Teddy Bear” but instead do “Scarecrow, Scarecrow.” You can say, “Scarecrow, Scarecrow Turn around…touch the ground…. Reach up high…. Touch the sky…” Then continue on with other motor skills such as “Scarecrow, Scarecrow, stand on one foot!” 
Individual Assessment Skills:
Language and Communication- Understands and responds to simple verbal directions
Gross Motor- Stands on one foot at a time with adult support, begins to jump with two feet together 
